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of their goal. A semi-circle has been thrown around the
capital from which three wedges are being driven for-
ward. On the French left, one drive carries the Germans
across the lower Seine at several points. In the center they
press through to the Ourcq valley. The third push is east of
Reims.
Prime Minister Churchill telegraphs Premier Reynaud that
"the maximum possible support is being given by British
forces" in the battle in which the French armies are now so
courageously engaging; that "all available means are being
used to give help on land, sea, and in the air;" that the Royal
Air Force has been constantly engaged over the battle area;
and that during the last few days fresh British troops have
landed in France to join those already engaged in the common
fight, "whilst further extensive reinforcements are being rap-
idly organized and will shortly be available."
Today, exactly one month after the Nazi invasion of the
Low Countries, Fascist Italy enters the war. Foreign Minister
Ciano sends for M. Frangois-Poncet, the French Ambassador,
at 4:30 P.M. and hands him a note stating, "His Majesty the
King and Emperor declares that from tomorrow, June n,
Italy considers herself at war with France," Fifteen minutes
later a similar communication is made to Sir Percy Loraine,
the British Ambassador. Italy's declaration of war is to be-
come effective at 12 :oi A.M., Rome time. At 6 P.M., before
a crowd that packs the Piazza Venezia and adjacent streets,
Premier Mussolini declares that "this is the hour of irrevocable
decisions," announces that the declaration of war has already